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Some Ihoughts concerning the fever al Caufes and Occa- 
fions of atheifn, efpecially 1 in the prefent Age. With 
fome brief Reflections en Socinianifm ; and on a ee 
Book mtituled, The Reafonablenefs of Chriftia- 
nity as delivered in the Scriptures. %y John 
Edwards B.D. and fometime Fellow of St. John’s 
College in Cambridg. Printed for J. Robinfon 
at the Golden-Lion, and \. Wyat at the Rofe in 
St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 1695. 


S IR, 

H (3 Learned Mr. Edwards having in his former Volumes 

fhown the Authority, Perfection and Excellency of the 

Holy Scriptures, has in this Book undertaken to difcover 

how it comes to pafs, that Men yield not to fo extraor- 

dinary aLight, and won’e fubmit their Reafon to the Decifion of 

thofe infallible Oracles. And the better to fuccecd in his Under- 

taking, he endeavours tolet us know the Springs of Atheifm, fo 

that the Root and true Rife of that Evil being known, it may be 
the more eal? remecied. 

Atheifm is a Notion fo contrary to Human Reafon, that many 
doubt whether there bein the World any other fort of Atheifts, 
but fuch chare‘terifed by David, when he fays, The Fool bas [aid 
in bis Heart, There is no God, But indeed notwithitanding thofe 
cogent and inconteftable Arguments for a Deity, which are fug- 
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eefted from tie Holy Scriptures, and the natural Reafonings of 


fober Minds , there is a fcrt of Men that reckon the Notion of 
a God to bea Melancholi.k Conceit, and the meer Effect of Cre- 
dulity and Lenorance 5 and that bo'd Infidelity is grown to fuch 
adesrec, thutthcre are fome who, pafling for Wits, rive for the 
Honour of being accounted the moft able Atheilts of the Age. 

i. Oor Author thinks tha: one of the chief Springs of this grofs 
lnbehet is lzamrances ' hich willac firit feem f{trange, contider- 
nie the Learned Age we live ir, But onthe oth.r hand, if we 
coutider that there are too many People, whofe Education has 
been founhappy, that they have not been inftructed in the firft 
Principles of Relizion, and wont allow themfelves Time and Lei- 
{ure to look into their own Minds and Hearts, we'll find that Jg- 
norance may very well be afligned for the firft Caufe of Athei/m. 
This is notthe Fault only of the mearer fort of People, but al- 
fo of Menof a higher Rank and Quality; for by Ignorance our 
Author mezns a wilful and fottifh ftiting of natural Notions and 
Impreffions: Sure it cannot be the part of a Learned and Ingeni- 
ous Man to deftroy thofe Notions, and pull down what has been 
traile by the univerfal Sufirae of the World, to erect in its place 
aConceit of his own. There are others \.ho have made fome 
Attempts in Science, but being either too lazy or too proud to 
icarn any longer,they are fuil of Doubts and Cavils which they are 
able toraife, but have not Skill and Ability cnc ugh to anfwer. = It 
was upon that Confideration that my Lord Bacon faid, A little 
Philofophy inclines Afens Adinds to Atherfm, but Depth in Philofopby 
brings Mens Minds about to Religion and a Detty. Thus, fays our 
Author, thoughthis mifhapen Monfter would be thought to be 
the genuine Hlue of true Wifdom. nd found Knowledg, yet it is 
the Daughter of an affected ignurance 

It. Vhefecond Caule of Atheif:, is a great difingenuity and 
unhandfom dealing in the Cafe, ior elfe we fhould not have fo. 
many Athefts. Vhefs Gentlemen tcltus, that they have no fen- 
fible Notices of a God, that there are great Difficulties in con- 
cctving his Being 5 that the Notion of a Spiitis too hard to be 
conceived, and that they cannot believea Deity, becaufe there are 
no proper Demonitrations to prove it. But I appeal toany fober 
Man, if there was ever more diingenuity than in this Cafe. | 
don’t know whether chefe Men believe the Exiftence of the Air they 

live 
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liveins but fure ] am, that according to their Principles they 
ovght to diiown it, for they can neither fee, hear or feel it, un- 
lefs tis extraordinarily moved, which is but feldom3 nor wil] 
they fay they talte ic or fimell it, for the Air is but the Vehi- 
cle of Smills, and not it telf the Object of that Senfe. Canthefe 
Gentlemicn difcern by their Senfes the Motions of the Sun, Moon, 
Stars, or of the Earthit they pleafe, and yet wil! they deny that 
they move ? Is their beloved Epicurean Hypothetis more futable 
ioHuman Reafon, than the Notion of a God, and void of all 
Difhicultics 2? Let them tell us from whence their Atoms had their 
Motion, how they cimeto jump into an orderly Syitcm of Heas 
vens, Earth, Sea, Gc. how Matter can think; and then we will 
fhew them that the Notion of a God, and of a Spirit, isnot at- 
tended with the thoulandth part of the difficulties which their Hy- 
pothetis is clogged with. 4s:o Demonftrations they infift upon, 
we anfwer, thac they muft be very unjult to call for Demonttra- 
tions to believe the Being of a God: for to fay nothirg of their 
Syftem, whichI am fure is very far from demonftration, | fhall 
only ask them, Whether they can Mathematically demontftrate 
that the Sun fhines, and yet there is no doubt of it, and any one 
would be accounted a Madman that denies it. We grant that the 
Exiftence of God is not Mathematically demonftrative, but by 
being morally certainof it, we are certain enough, and as cer- 
tain as the Nature of the thigg willbear. But befides, Mathema- 
tical Demonftrations are not fo infallible as they think; feveral 
great Men have allerted the contrary , and Dr. Henry More, in the 
Preface before his Philofophical Writings hath thefe words, / am 
certain that Mathematical Certitude it felf is not Abfolute. 

Ill. The third Caufe of this pernicious Opinion, is Oftent ation 
of Wits for it is to be obferved, that this mifchievous Plant 
fprings from contrary Sceds. Thofe Gentlemen that nothing 
could fatisfy but Demonftrations, and appear’d like Philofophers, 
come now upon the Stage like Buffoons, and for the fake of a good 
Word ora witty Repartee, asthey call it, they venture to ridicule 
Religion, to fcoff at Vertue and Picty, and to mock God him- 
felf. 

IV. Pride and Self-conceit are juftly reckon’d for a fourth 
Source of Arbeifm. Men in this and former Ages have thought 
it below them to gotamely along with the generality of Man- 
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kind in ailertinga Deity ; they would be thought wifer than o- 
thers, and confequently they affect to go againft a commonly re- 
ceived Notion. | 

V. Undue Apprehenfions of a Deity, joined with Superftition, are 
arother high Koad to Arhesfms for thofe that think amifs of 
God, will ealily be inclined to queftion his Exiftence. 

Vi. Corrupt Affections and Lives make Men “thesis. This is the 
ereat Spring of this Evil, for Men of depraved Minds and Man- 
ners doubt of alt Religions, becaufe they like none, and at laft 
(atly deny what they love not. An At her? firft defires and wifhes 
there was no God, and his Defires and Wilhes work on his Un- 
Gerftanding, and he eafily credits what he longs for. We fhail be 
the more confirmed in this Thought, if we confider the Soil 
where this poifonous Weed f{prings up, grows and thrives, vz. 
in the Couits of debauched Princes, among fuch Nobility and 
Gentry 5 ardin grcat Cities, where vicious and profane Living is 
moft in fafhion. 

Vil. Atheifts do from our Divifions, Broils and Animofities, 
fromthe many Parties and Sects, take occafion to bid defiance to 
all Religion ; and they refolve to profcis none till they can fee 
them all agreed. 

Vill. Divifions are very heinous, but there is ftill fomething 
more heinous, which frequently occafions Atheifm, and confirms 
Men in it, that is the Hypocrify and evil Practices of too many 
that make a very fair profcflion of Chriftianity. Yhe greater 
part of thofe who call themfelves Chriftians, talk very religioufly 
and pretend to Holinefs, but do nothing of what they talk of or 
pretend to; and tis for the fake of thefe that many conclude all 
Chriftians to be Hypocrites, and Chriftianity it felf to be an Im- 
pofture. 

IX. The ill Examples of fome, who by their Office ought to 
be {piritual Guides and Inftructors, are more particularly a great 
Occation of Irreligion and Atheifm, for Men will hardly be 
perf{waded that thofe things are true which they difcourfe of 


when they fee that their Lives wholly contradi@ their Do- 
étrine. | 





X. Unbelief of God ts occafioned fometimes by the ftrange Re- 
yolutions and Changes, the odd Events and unaccountable Admi- 


piltrations thet are in the World; but more effecially Men are 
epe 
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apt to queftion God’s Exiftence as well as his Providence, when 
they behold the profperous State of the moft vicious Perfons ; 
and on the contrary, obferve how miferably fometime the beft 
Men are treated in this Life, and at Death are not at all differen- 
ced from the Worft, but perifh alike. 

XI. Laftly, Learned Times, efpecially if accompanied with 
Peace or Profperity, are reckoned by the Lord Bacon, as another 
Caufe of Atheifm. This is not inconfiftent with what our Author 
faid at firft, wz. that Ignorance ts the Mother of Atheifm: for in 
learned or peaceable Times, Men are generally too inquifitive 
and curious, too nice and wanton, and over-bufily pry into Se- 
crets: which when they cannot fatisfy themfelves about, they 
come to doubt even concerning the chief Things of Religion. 
Some Perfons who atthis Time encourage the Writings about 
the Trinity, defign fomething worfe; for while they pufh on 
fome Writers to baffle the Trinity of Divine Perfons, their Pro- 
ject isto deftroy the Effence it felf. 


Mr. Edwards having difcovercd thefe Caufes, fheweth how ir- 
rational it isto imbrace Athei{m upon that Pretence, and applics 
proper Remedies toevery one of them, concluding his Book by a 
Confutation of the Tenets of the Socinians, and of the Doctrine 
of the Author of the Reafanablene/s of Chrijtianity. 
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Voyages Hiftoriques, &c. Fiflorical Travels into 
Europe, Vol. V. C ontain.ng the moft remarkable 
Thines that are to be feen in Holland, and in the 
other United Provinces. Iz Twelves. Paris, 


1695. 





HE United Provinces contain the Dutchy of Guelderland, the 

Counties of Holland, Zealand and Zutphen, and the Lord- 
fhips of Urrecht, Friezeland, Overiffel, and Groninguen. Thefe 
Countries formerly made part of the Seventeen Provinces, which 
were under the Government of the Kiny of Spain , but above an 
hundred Years ago they fhook off the Spanéjh Yoke, and are 
owned by the Spaniards themfelves tor a Free and an Independent 
State. 

Thofe Provinces are bounded to the Eaft by the Bifhoprick of 
Munfter, tothe South by the Carholick, Provinces, and to the Weft 
and North by the Ocean. Moft part of the Land is Pafture- 
ground, and an Acre of a Medow is fold for 1500 Livers, and an 
Acre of Ground fit for Gardens is worthtwice as much. The 
Corn that grows ia thofe Countries would not be encugh for the 
Servant-Maids, (to ufe the Words of our Author) for there is no 
Corn at all, or very little, in all the Seven Provinces except in 
Friezeland, but the Soil is there fo fertile, that generally {peak- 
ing, each Grainof Corn brings one hundred and above, tor out 
of each Grain {pring two or three Ears, which contain each forty 
or fifty Grains. 

Notwithitanding the Barrennefs of the Lard of thofe Corn- 
tries, Holland is juftly called the Granary of Europe, for the Dutch 
f{upply Spas and /taly with Corn, and even England and France 
in time of Scarcity ; whichis never amongft them, for the Grana- 
ries of all their Towns, and efpecially thofe of Amterdzm, are 
always provided for fix Years. 
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T hat State is grown to a prodigious Strength, and it does not 
lie {> muchin the Number of its Inhabitants, as in their Riches, 
and in the ficuation of their Country. There is no Prince or 
State in Earope can boaft of fo rich Subjects as the Srares General. 
The Peafants have there more Money than Gentlemen in other 
Countreys, and it isa common thing among them to give their 
Daughters ten or twelve thoufind Crowns Portion. 

The Sovereignty of that Republick is lodged inthe States Gene- 
yal, whoarean Allembly of the Deputies of the Seven Provinces, 
which united themf.lves at Urrecht in the Year 15793 each Depu- 
cy is Prefident by turn, and each Province may fend as many of 
them as they pleafe, but all of them have but one Vote. 

The Province of Holland has 180 Miles in Circuit, to2 in 
Leneth, and 36in Breadth. It is fo populousa Country, that 
being not able to contain all its Inhabitants, they fend every 
Year 2 great Number of them into the Eaft-Jndies to make new 
Colonies, and keep the old Ones in a flourifhing State. 10 give 
an Jdea of its Riches, in relation to the other Provinces, our Au- 
thor fays, That when the Republick wants a hundred thouland 
Fiorins, the Province of Holland pays eight and fifty Thoufand 
for its Quota. That Province is governed by the Deputies that 


each Town fends to the Aflembly of the States of Holland, 


which is made up of the Deputies of the Nobility and Cities. 

There is hardly any Country ta the World, as far as it is 
known, where the Darch have not fettled their Trade : But their 
Eaft-India Company is the moft furprifing and admirable Thing 
that ever was; it confifts of 56 Merchants, who have actually a- 
bove 150 Men of War in their Service, and 3ccoo Men in pay. 
Inthe Year 1617, they fent into the /mdies feveral Ships laden 
with Stones ready cut to build a Citadel at Bantam. They have 
fix large Governments in the Jndses, wherein they are Sovereigns ; 
but nothing is tranfacted in thofe Governments, nor in their Co- 
Ionies, without the Direction of the Council of Batavia, which 
is the Metropolis of all the Countrics the Dutch are polleiled of in 
tine Indies. 

_ Amfterdam is now one of the fineft Cities in the World: There 
are above 400 {tone Bridges, ten or twelve Towers built on Piles, 
and agreat Number of Houfes which may be juftly call.d magni 
ficent Palaces. \thas.however butthe fifth Place ia the Aflembly 
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of the Statcs of the Province, becaufe it was One of the laf 
Towns ipetcame intothe Union. <Anifierdam furrendred to the 
Prince of Orange inthe Year 1587, eight Years after the Union 
of the Provinces at Urrechs , and by the Capitulation it was a- 
erecd, That no Aiseration fiould be made in the Government, 
and that the Papif:s fhould enjoy a free Exercife of their Religion ; 
But fome time after, f:ys this Author, the Priefts and Monks 
were banifhed, and the Excrcile of the Popifh Re-igion prohibi- 
ted. Now it istolcrated, and there are above fourfcore Chap- 
pels where they fay Mafs publickly. ‘The Pulpit of St. Katherine’s 
Church coft above 25 thoufand Crowns; "tis an admirable picce 
of Work, and thereon are carved or engraven the moft confidera- 
ble Hiiivrie. of the O d and New Teliamenr. 

TireCity oi Amflerdam, i: we my believethis Author. is lar- 
ger than Paras, thovgh it is net fo pepuleas. Tho Town houfe 


wh li was begun in the Year re4$, is om bicompa able} uuiding: 
The grea Halli paved «ith Marble, and chcrean on cae Sade is 
reprelenicda gereral Mapof the Vocrid woaall its | ameations, 
and onthe other Side the Conquelt of pac Leach in che /rdies, 
Vhe Bark is kept in a great Vault unde: ih. town none: tis 


impoflible to know th. GSoms that -re there locked ep. 

J he Exchange v here tiie Merchants meet every ivay focit onrie 
of their Affairs, may be looked uponas the general Rerdez > us of 
all the Nations of the World. 

"Tis pity that the Place where the States-G:reral meet, where 
the Princes of Orange have rei:ided tince the Foundation of chat 
Common-Wealih, where the Foreign Ambafladors and Envoys 
relide, fhould be cailed a Villace for want Walls; tor were not 
this thing alone wanting, the Hague fhoula be juftly rai edt ae 
inong the molt confiderable Towns in Europe. 

Koterdam is next to Amiterdam the richcit City in Hollana- the 
biggelt Ships come ino the place with iheir Cargo, which they 
cannot do at daifterdam, The Statue of Erafmms isin the great 
Place; he holds a Book in his Hand, ard they make Children be- 
lieve that he turns a Leaf over every time the Clock ftrikes, 2nd 
that when be has turned all. then the World will be at an end 
Hard by the Statue isto be fecn a tittle Houfe wherein that ered 
“Man was born, and this Dish is written on the Door, 


eA dibus 
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e dibus hic ortus, Mundum decoravit Erafmue 
Artibus ingenuis, Religwne, Fide. 


Leyden is the cleaneft Town in Europes The States-General 
founded there an Univerfity about 120 Years ago; whereof the 
Profeflors have becn the moft Learned or this Ave. 

Delft was burnt in the Year 15363 fo that all the publick 
Buildings are Modern. The Town-houfe affords to Painters and 
Carvers excellent Models for their Art, and the new Church is a 
piece of Building hardly parallei’d : There are in the great 
Tower above 800 Bells, great and little, which at every Hour 
make the moft curious Chiming in the World. In this fame 
Church are to be {cen the Tombs of the Princes of Orange, of 
the Admiral Peter Hein, and of the famous Zromps, Father and 
Son, and many others. 

The Town of Harlem boafts, that the Art of Printing, which 
has fo much promoted Learning in Exrope, was invented by Law- 
rente Cofter one of its Inhabitants, but fome other Towns claim 
the fame Honour. 


Thefe are the principal Things mentioned in this Book, which 
may be ufeful even to thofe who have the curious Defcription 
of Holland made by Sir Wiliam Temple, the Author having 
taken notice of feveral things which Sic Wslsam did not think fit 
to mention, 
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Hiftoire des Conciles, &c. The Hiftory of the Coun. 
cils, in which there is a fhort Acconnt of the moft 
confiderable Things that have been tranfatted in the 
Church, fince its Birth down to thw prefent Time :. 
Divided into three Parts. By Monfieur Hermant.. 
In Iwelves. Roan, 1695. 


| e- is not a Treatife of the Authority of Councils, neither 

does the Author undertake to fhew haw ufeful and neceflary 
it is, that Bifhops fhould meet together, from time to time, to. 
ftop Herefies and Errors, and to maintain the Purity of Morals 
and the Difcipline : He tells us only that when they are aflembled 
in the Name of Jefus Chrift, he is amongft them according to his 
Promife, and this, fays he, is enough to oblige every Chriftian 
to look upon their Decifions as the Oracles of Eternal Truth. 

The Author defigns to give a fhort and faithful Account of. 
the moft confiderable Things that have been tranfacted in Gene- 
ral Councils, and in fome Particular ones: And the better to 
fucceed“in his Undertaking, he takes notice of the State of the 
Church, from its Birth to the firft Council.of Nice. This Pe 
riod includes what was tranfacted in the four Councils held in. 
Fertifalem by the Apoftles , the Difturbances raifed by the firft 
Hereticks; the Perfecutions practifed by the Heathen Emperors ; 
the Diiputes amongft the Chriftians concerning the Feaft of the 
Pallover, the Baptifm of Hereticks, and the Schifm of the Do- 
natifts. This is the fubjeét Matter of the firft Part. 


The Second contains an Abridgment of the General Councils 
he'd in the £4, with a fhort Account of what has been tranf- 
acted fince and before, and the Reafons why they were called. 
She fir! Council of Nice was called to condemn the Herefy of 
the Arians, who denied the greateft Myfery of the Chriftian 
Acligion ; and that Allembly was made up uf a gieat Nu. ber of 

Prelats 
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Prelats of an exemplary Life, and famous for their Sufferings. 

The firft Council of Conftantinople depofed Maximus a Cynick 
Philofopher, declaring his Ordination void, and put in bis place 
St. Gregory, firnamed the Divine; who upon the Complaints of 
fome Bifhops, that fuch a Proceeding was againit the Canons of 
the Church, willingly refigned his See to Neétariws, a Man very 
little acquainted with Ecclefiaftical Affairs, and was meerly eleétcd 
to comply withthe Emperor’s Defire. The fame Council paft a 
Decree very advantagious to the Bifhop of Conftantinople, to whom 
they gave the firft Place next to the Bifhop of Rome, becaufe the 
City wherein he had his See was called New Rome. 

The Council of Ephefus was called to condemn Neftoriw, that 
of Chalcedonia to condemn Futyches, the fecond of Conftantinople 
againft the three Chapters, the third held in that Town againft the 
Monothelites, and the fecond of Nice againit the Iconoclaffes. An 
Account of the Difputes between Photins and the Latin Church 
concludes this fecond Part. 


Inthe Third, the Author treats of the Affairs tranfacted in the 
General Councils held in the Weft, and of the Alterations they 
{uffered, the Popes having affumed an Arbitrary Power. He treats 
alfo of Invcffitures anc Croifades, of the Abolition of the Order 
of the Knights of the Temple, of the Schifm of Urbanus VII, and 
Clemens VII, of the Pragmatical Santtion, of the Concordat, of the 
Separation of England from the Church of Rome, and of the Re- 
formation of Luther and Calvin , and laftly, of the Council of 
Trent, which was called to oppofe the Reformers, and revive the 


Difcipline of the Church. 


This Book being fo little, tis not to be expected that the Mat- 
ters therein mentioned, fhould be fully difcourfed upon; the Au- 
thor does but hint at them, reférring the Reader, who + ill know 
all the Circumftances of thofe Tranfactions, to the large Volumes 


that have been publifhed upon that Subject. 
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Les Homettes d@ Aflerius, &c. The Homilies of A- 


fterius Bifhop of At naafia . done out of Greek by 
Monficut MA: uucroix, Prebend of the Church of 
Rheims. Ja Lwelves, Paris, 1095. 


NV find two Learned Men inthe fourth Century called 4- 
\ frevixs. The firft taught Rhetorick in Cappadocia, and then 


left his Profcflion to imbrace the Chriftian Religion, but could 
never be admitted intothe Order of Priefthood, becaufe during 
the Perfecution he had offered Sacrifices to the idols. He wrote 
feveral Books, in which he fpread the Docgtrine of the Arians 
butthey areloft. St. Ferom tells us, that they had fuch an Efteem 
for him, that they always had in their Bands his Commentaries 
on the Lfulas, the Gofpels, and the Epiftles of St. Paul. Socrates 
focaks of another Book thar Afterim thewed to Marcellus of An- 
yay in Which A¢arceixs found many Errors, which he endeavour- 
ed to anfwer, but tell himfelf into is many. 

Our Author we :s Bifhop of Amafia in Pontus, and lived in the 
ourth aud fiith Century. Thefe Homilies were found in Manu- 
ne ina Library at Kome, about the beginning of the laft Cen- 
tury, end tranilated from the Greek into Latin by Philip Rubenins, 
who found them, and defgned to print them at Axtwerp, but he 
dicd before he could execute his R. fclution. Brentins his Bro- 
ther in-Law peblifhed them fome ume after, and they have been 
often repr: ‘a. Montfieur Maiscreix, whofe Name is already fa- 
Mou: if tte C commen -wealth of Learning, has now tranflated 
them into £ renen 5 and igmay be fai Se without flattery, that the 
Trarilaticn is as fineand good asthe Original, though thefe Ho- 
Mies are as —— nt as any of the Greek Fathers Writings. 

We sis euefs pretty near at the Time Afterins lived in, from 
as third and icurth Homily , for treating of the vanity of 
Riches and of rer ‘ion, he brings in the third Homily the Ex- 
ample of Julian the Apoftate, of whi ich he fays thofe he fpoke to 

been by e-witneliis, and of the great Number who apo- 
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ftaiized with him, being hurried away by the hopes of a great 

Fortune and Preferments. In the Fourth he makes a lively We- 
fcription of the Inconftancy of Humane Things, and to convince 
his Hearers of that Truth, he moft pathetically defcribes the Dit- 


orc es of the lait Confals, and e{pecially the tragical Death of 


Rojinus and Eatropins, though he does not nime them. Now ‘tis 
certain that Eaurropius was put to death precifely at the end of the 
fourth Century, and this theweth thac Afferis lived fome Years 
in tive Fiith. 

The firit Homily is againft the Luxury of Apparel, and he 
turns into Ridicule the rich Folks of his Time, who clothed them- 
filves with painted Stuffs reprefenting Flowers, Trees, Birds, Li- 
ons, Bears, Leopards, andthe like. The moft relig 210us fort of 
them wore in their Cloth fome Stories of the Scripture, as the Fi- 
gure of our Saviour, and of his Difciples w orking fome Miracles. 
Our Bihop tells them thereupon, that they mui renounce all thofe 
Vanities ; that they muft confider Jctus Chrift in his living Ima- 
gesy and not in thofe dead Pictures 5 thatit is better torelieve and 
comfoit a Man who is fick, than to wear on their Cloaks the Pi- 
ture of thofe that Jefus Chrilt healed 5 and that they muft truly 
repent of their Sins, and amend their Lives, inftead of confider- 
ing with attention the Figure of a Penitent proftrated at the Feet 
of our Saviour.. | 

The fecond Homily is an Explanation of the Parable of the 
unjuft Steward ; and he tells us, that this Lifeis the time allowed 
to pray a.dto work, for in the next Men fhall be jud sed accord- 
ing to their own Deeds, andthe good Works of others will not 
avail them. This Doctrine is fomewhact diferent from the Te- 
nets of the Romifh Church. 

The fourth Homily isa Declamation azainit the Piforders that 


were committed upon the Fe./f of the Caends = he enquires into 
its O :ctnal, ond thews, that a Day conte crated to Lewdnels and 
Debauchery deferved not the nemecf Feats but fatih, no body 
can make the fimz Objections ag unlet the Fe ce ults ¢ celcbratcd by the 
Cnacch: He {peaks of the Feaits ot DN. iiv.ty of our Saviour, 
of tue Pallover, and of the Pineceke, and fhews the Reafons of 
their icititution. Wemny fee from this Pailage, that in thy hirlt 


Aces of the Church the Number of Fee th was Very little. 
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The captious Cueftion made unto Jefus Chrift touching Dj. 
vorcement, is the iubject Matter of the laft Homily , and there- 
upon Afferias begins with exhorting Men to avoid Sufpicions, and 
not to repudiate their Wives uponilight Pretences, concluding by 
a pathetical Lifcourfe on the Services Men receive from them, 
He brings for an Inftance Foo’s Wife, who {poke Blafphemy only 
ourof an excefs of Love for her Husband, and advifed him to 
; die, for no other Reafons than to fee the end of his Miferies. The 
Ai other Interpreters of the Scripture do not put fo favourable a 
conftruction on the Advice of that Lady. 

However, if a Woman betrays the Loyalty fhe owes to her 
Husband, Afterivs owns that he may repudiate her: and herein 
| he agrees with the Greek Church, which believes that Matrimony 
it + 8 is as well difloived by Adultery as by natural Death. 
| Monfieur Maucroix has to thefe Homilies added a Defcription of 
the Martyrdom of Exphemia written by the fame Author : the 
Greek Original with the Latin Verfion is to be feen in the fourth 
Act of the fecond Council of Nice. 
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Thefaurus Antigquitatum Romanarum ; in quo continentur 
LeAliffimi qu:que Scriptores qui fuperiori aut noftro 
Saculo Romane Reipublice Rationem, Difciplinam, 
Leges, Inftituta Sacra, Arte{que togatas Uo fagatas 
explicarunt ¢ illuftrarunt , congeftus a Joanne Geor- 
gio Grevio. In Folio, Utrecht, 1694. Tom, 1, 
TF 2. 











If a thinking Man does but caft his Eye on the Power of the Ro- 
man Empire, on the large Countries that were under it, on 
ii, the Vertue and Courage of the Romans, on the Equity of their 

i Laws, and on their Piety, he cannot butagree that all other Mo- 
: narchies that have been in the World, tho never fo famed, dcferve 
not to be parallel’d with it ; and therefore it is not to be wonder’d 
chat the Antients have called Rome the Head and Queen of the 


Li World, 
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World, and its Abridgment. I hope the Reader will give me 
leave to borrow the Encomsum of that Empire, from Claadian de 
Land. Stil, l. 3. 


Proxime Dis Conful, tante qui profpicis Urbs, 
Qua nihil in terris complectstur altius Ether : 
Cujus nec [patinm vifus, nec corda decorem, 
Nee laudem vox nulla capit : qua luce metalli 
e£mula vicinis faftigia conferst Aitris. 

Qua feprem fcopulis Zonas imitatur Olympi, 
Armorum legumg; Parens , que fundit in omnes 
Imperium, primiq, dedit cunabula furis. 

Hac eft, exiguis que finsbus orta terendst 

In gemiuos axes, parvag; a fede profedas 
Difperfit cum Sole manus. Hac obvia Fatis, 
Innumeras uno gereret cum tempore pugnas, 
Fi:fpanas caperet, Siculas fubmstteret Urbes, 
Et Gallum terris profterneret, equore Panum, 
Nunquam fuccubuit damnis, & territa nullo 
Vulnere, poft Cannas Major Trebsamq, fremebat 5 
Et cum jam premerent flamma, murumg;, feriret 
Hoftis, in extremos aciem mittebat Ibercs. 

Nec fletst Oceano , remi{q; ingref[a profundum, 
Vincendos alio quefivit in orbe Britannos. 


The Roman Empire having been fo flourifhing, thofe who have 
laboured to dig in the Rubbifh of Antiquity, to acquaint us with 
its Laws, Cuftoms and Conftitution, have doubtlefs well defer- 
ved from all true Lovers of Learning, and efpecially the Learned 
Gravius, who has gathered in this Volume the moft confiderable 
Treatifes that have been written on that noble Subject, and has 
enriched them with very learned Notes. 

This Thefaurus is divided into two Volumes : The firft contains 
the following Treatifes. (1) Ottaviani Ferraris de origine Koma- 
norum, publifhed Anno 1607. (2) Pauls Manutss de Civitate Ko- 
mana Commentarius, printed 1585. (3) Carols Stzomtt ae antiquo 
jure Civinm Romanorum, 1560. (4) Onuphrit Panvinis Crvitas Ro- 
mana, 1§§8. (5) His Imperium Romanum, publifhed in the fame 


Year. (6) Paulus Manutius de Comittis Romanorum, 1585. (7) Nie 
colaus 
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512 Mi fcellaneous Letters. 
colans Gruchins on the fame Subject. (8) His Anfwer to Carolus 


. a a * a 4 A aie ‘es ) A ? ~ 

Sirens, 1505+ ( 9) Caroli Sivonit Difputatio pofterior, Anno 1565, 
C10) Greegius’s Aifwerto the fame, (567. (11) Carols Sigonsi 
de Lere Cortate Al wiftratuum CF Imperatorum, oS Fure forum, ad 


Nicolacm Cruchium, 1569. (12) Paule Manutit de Senatu Romano 
Conmeataia, publiincd by his Son Aldus i580. (13) jo. Savius 
Mamofisus on the Lane Subject, 1563. 

Vboeb and © «ors telisus, that though he has a great refpedt 
for thote groat . whofe Works he has collected, yet they are 
fon delo teverai oi itskes which he has modefliy taken notice of 
'y hisPrefacet And: il ocention fome of them, as that the Curie 
were never divided «ito Decuria, as they fay 5 that the Patricians 
were never chuten rom amongft the People, that the Roman 
Knights, when admitted into the Senate, loit their former Digni- 
ty ; thatthe Dignity of Senator did notconfer Nobi-.cy3 that 
the Trabea or Gown they wore, was not painted 5 thac there was 
no diftinction between Cives Romani, and Populus Romanus, that 
the Troopers called Cederes, did not receive their Name from their 
Co'orel Celer under Romulus, nor from their Speed anu Diligence, 
as “tis commonly pretended, but from the Greek Word xédxus ; 
that the Equus Publicus was the Horfe given by the Cenfors to fuch 
of the Order of the Knights who ferved inthe Troops of Roman 
Knights, and that they had a Pay for keeping their Horfe ; that 
Flora, 4 gua Ludi Florales difti fant, was not a Harlot, but the 
Goddefs of the Sabins, whofe Worlhip was brought to Rome by 
Titus Tatins ; that the Axe: and the Rods were never divided be- 
tween the rwo Confuis, fo that one fhould have only the Rods 
carried before him, and the other the Axes, that never were any 
Pratores Cereales , that the Turme were of 30 Men; that the Ale 
or Wings of the Army, both Horfe and Foot, were called Copie 
before the Time of the Emperors, becaufe they were made up of 
Auxillary Forces, which were always pofted on the Right and the 
Left of the Aces, or Body of Battel, confifting of Romans ; 
that the Images of the Emperors were Haftis Signorum annexe, fed 
non pia Signa erant , that never was fuch 2 Town in Sardinia as 
Veftspolis. but Ufelss , that the Colonies which they call Colonéas 
Solvenjeny Perendanefiorum, Oreftsam, Marcilaidam, Epiropiam, 
Capitutam, Naconenfem, Paranifenfem, Abilin, Tubil, Gunngi, 
Igsles, Stimite, Culs, Cuina, Ocea, Admedera, iba, Tuburbss, Utina, 

were 














AuInb.20. OCTOBER. 61 


vere never in being, and tells us how we areio read thoft Namese 


The laft part of his Preface contains fome Aniinadverfions onc. ii 
Books of Sigonius and Gruchins. 

The fecond Tome contains the Commentaries of feveral grear 
Men on the Laws and Cuftoms ot the Romans, which is a thing 

very ufeful ; for if a Manisa Stranger tothem, he meft be very 
often at a ftand i in reading the Roman Authors, and efpeci-tty 
Tully. Wemeet firft of all Paulus Manutius de Legrbus py , 
printed 1§7t- (2) Antoninus Auguftinus Archie pifoori on 
nenfis de. Legibus & Senatufconfultis, publithed ai, with the 
Notes of Fulvins Urfinus. (3) Carolus Sigonius de aatiguo jure Ita- 
lie, 1560. (4) The {ame de antiquo jure Provincia Uiti, pub hilicd 
the fame Year. (§) Another Treatife of the fame Author de 
Gudiciis. (6) Stbrandus Tetardus Siccama de Fudicio Centunirii ais 
1595» (7) Franc. Hottomannus de Mazijbranbus Romanorum eo- 
vumg;, Inftitutione, Senatu G infignibus aliquot Scnatu/confuliis, — 
formulis antiguis, Anno15co. (8) Nicolas Kigaltia, Ifmaclis Bulisn- 
di, & Henrici Valefit Obfervationes de Populis Fundis, 1651. (9) Ca- 
rolus Sigonius de Nominibus Romanorum, 1559. (10) Onipbrius 
Panvinius on the fame, 1558. (it) Fofepht Cafalionis adver fu 
Fominarum prenominum affertores Difputatio, necnon de antiquis Puero- 
rum pranominibas difquifitio, 13594. (12) Petrts Servir Atedici Ro- 
mani de Mulserum Romanarium nominibus, pranominibus C* cognonaini- 
bus differtatio, taken out of his Mifcellanics printed at Rorze. 1640 oe 

Gravins follows the fame Method in the Preface io this Volume, 
as he has obferved in the firft. He corrects fome Mileakes of the 
aforefaid Authors, and explains many things which were very 
hard to Readers of ordinary Learning. He has made a laree In- 
dex to both of them, which are very ‘ufeful sii cony erienc: And 
to make his Book the more curious, he has added to ic fome Geo- 
graphical Maps of Old /raly, of the Roman e mpire in Gere- 
ral, and of the City of Rome asit was in the Tireof its Glery 
Here we find alfo the Pictures of the Emperors from Jalsi:s ilar 7 
to Confiantine, taken from the beft Medals. 
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Refutacion des, &c. A Confutation of the chief Errors 
of the Quictilis, as they aie deitverea in the Books 


~ 


condoned by the creb-bithop of + exis, in bes Decree 
December 16. 1694. In Iwelves, Paris, 1695. 


“rHouch | have formerly acquiinted yeu with the Decree men- 

tioned in the Title of this Book, (fee Adt/celaneous Letters, 
Numb. 5.) Yet} hope you will not be difpleafed with a more par- 
ticular Con utation of the Myftical Doctrines oi our refined Qua. 
hers or Owe tts, 

As Muhacl Afelinos is look’d upon as the Chief of their Sect, it 
wil} net be amifs to obfurve that he was a Prieft of the Diocefs 
of Sarai fa in Spain, trom whence he wentto home, where he 
ved tor many Years in great Reputation for his Picty. Hewas 
at laft fufpected of Herely, and afterwards. convicted and con- 
demned. 

Tho the Principles of the Quieti?s come very near to thofe of 
the Grefticks Adtamachees, and Prifcilliamfts, yet tis certain A%olinos 
never thought to lupport kis Opinions by the Authority of the. 
Antients. He wasaltog ther unacquainted with the Books writ- 
tenin former Ages, and his whole Learning was confined to fome. 
my fical Writers cf bis Time. He found in them a rough Draught 
of the Sy ftem of @atenfm, which he enlarged and improved with- 
out any other help, than the Strength of his ima. ination, the Con- 
fulion of his Genius, and the Corruption of his Heart. . 

f& French Man called Afidaval, madea Collection of Ablinos. 
and hisOoinions, ina Bork which ie inticul.d, An eafy Way to 
vaife the Soul to Contemplat:on 5 which met with a very favourable 
Reception from the Publick, and it was long before its Venom. 
was difcovred. Sometime after one Abbot Eftival preached that 
Doctrine in Par, and had feveral ‘-onierences about the fame, 
which were printed , and another Man who embraced thoie Opi- 
noms, printed them inthe following Treatifes, 4 fhort and moft 
ealy way to learn now to pray, The Song of Solomon, interpreted ac- 

cording 
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cording to the wr Senfe, The Rules of the Af-ciated ta the Child: 
hood if Fe fits. Manulcript was allo cilperted about thee 
Tim, to {pread the! fe Teners underthe Vitle of Porreats, which 
contains aLefeription of the fveral myftics] States, under ihe 
Figure of three Torrents. 

The Author ef this Confatetion res us, that having formerly 
publithe -d a Book tntit: led, Al lL reatofe of Pr, Ay, which he h: ad 
avitracte d out of the W aths of St. Ay: fia St. Pernard, and others, 
jie was‘acquainted by a Friend of his who was then ac Rome, that 
his Book had been very uleitul there, and bed much cortribue 
ted to the condemnat:oin of the krrors of Molinos. This en- 
g2ged him to read the Books of thofe Hereticks, and to ccnfute 
them » and this Book would huve been printed fome Years ago, 
had not the Author thought it his Duty to wait till the Clergy ot 
France had taken notice of them. 

This Work is divided into three Parts : In the Firft the Author 
fheweth, that the Books condemned by the Arch-biihop of Pari, 
revive the Errors cf the Beggars concemned by Clement V. in the 
Council of Vienna. The Firft is, that a Man may attsin in this 
Life fuch a degree of Perfeciton, aie he can fin no more, and 
has no need of increafing in Grace. 2. That he who is cometo 
fuch a Perfection, has no more ae for Fafting and Praying, 
for the Senfuality is fo perfectly fubmitted to the Spirit, that he 
may grant to his Body whatever it defires. 3. That itis only the 

rt of thofe who are smperfe:t to exercife Vertuc, but that a 
perfect Soul ceafes to practife it. 4. That a Man may in this Life 
enjoy the Felicity of the Life to come, inall the degrees of Perfe- 
ction therein included. Thefe Tenets are fo extrav agant, that it 
is hard to .imagine how a Man, who is compos mentis, can allert 
them, and their Confutation needs not along Difcourfe. 

The Author: enlarges more particularly on the 6th Chapter of 
the Book in:ituled, 4 flort and moft eafy Way to learn how to pray , 
and fheweth that the Divine Motion, which is the Prayer of the 
Quietifts, isa Chimera, and tends to the deftruction of Chriftian 
Holinefs, and is very dangerous to the Publick Soci-ty. 

Their Doctrine appears under a new Form in the fecond Book, 
which our Autnor fays they call Simple Regard, or bare Con{idera- 
tion; which fortof Prayer produces as dangerous Eifects as the 
Divine Motion, and is as greatan Objitacle to Piety. 
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The Confutation of fome Maxims which the Quietifs look upon 
as the laft degree of Perfection, take up the third part of this 
Rook. Thofe Maxims are, That it is not lawful for a perfec 
Soulto wih or dele any thing, even not Eternal Life; That we 
mult forbear asking of God any temporal Thing 5 That when 
we hove given up our felves to God, it is not lawful to repeat 
tiat bis Wall be done, &c. Our Author fheweth, without any 
ereat difficulty, that thefe Maxims are ridiculous, or rather im- 
pious, and contrary to th: Doétrine: of all Chriftians, and fhew- 
ch that ther Kefignation, or intire Submiffion, (Abandon in French) 
isas unreafonable. | am confident you could hardly reach the 
meank goof this Word, and therefore 1’il explainit to you as in- 
tellio bl, asican. Thus I find it defcribed in the Eafy and fhore 
hivay, &Xc. 

fe who knows how torefign or give himfelf over, will foon 
“ come to Perlection, as to the Practice, he muft drown his own 
“ Wolo inthe Will of God, and renounce all particular Incli- 
* nattons, though never fo good, to put himfeif in a State of 
* Sands erence, without deliripg any thing but what God has de- 
*¢ creed trom: all Eternity. 

Our Author unvails thts Doctrine, and difcovers the dangerous 
Conleguenees concealed under it, the chief or moft impious 
whereo. are, That a Man mutt not propofe to himfelf God for 
his Aim and chief End; That he muft not defire his Salvation, 
whichis the higheft degree of injuftice againit himfelf, and of 
ingratitude towards our Saviour, and the molt vilible violation of 
the divine Law. Our Author fays, that though thefe Confequen- 
ces do naturally flow from the Principles of Qusetifts, yet he is 
perfwaded that a great Number of them did never harbour fuch 
Phougats, and have embraced that Party, being deluded by the 
fair Worcs and fpecious Pretences of thefe new Divines. 


The 
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The following POEM baving been 
communicated to me, I thought fit to 
prefent the Reader witb the fame, the 


fubjet Matter fo nearly concerning the 
Englifh Nation. 


PETRI FRANCII f 
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Defte Mufe: Rege dignum maximo 
Dictate nunc carmen mihi. 

Tradit Namurcum maximo fefe Duci, 
Victafque dat Regi Manus. 

Silete venti, vofque vates Gallici, 
Dum Fada Gulielmi cano. 

Quid hoc? an alti fcandit arcem Pergami 
Labore Graius improbo ? 

Septemne rurfus oblident urbem Duces, 
Amphionis ftruétam Lyra ? 

Non, non: fubacto grandius quid Ilio 
Confecit A'cides novus: 

Longeque captis clarius Thebis opus 
Noftri patraverunt Duces. 

Credas Aorni montis indomabile 
Ceffifle Pellzo jugum : 

Credas feroces velle Bellum milites 
Inferre coelefti plage. 

Trifulca cerno tela, fed noftri Jovis, 
Vibrata regali manu : 


infueta 
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Infueta Terris aucio Tonitrua, 
Ruptis tragore nubibus. 

Ardekit omnis igre. fulphureo Polus : 
Excelfa terrarum tremunt. 

Fugiust fub undas territi, atque imo Caput 
Amnes rece cunt alveo. 

Ceduntur holtes: ferreus paflim viros 
Proitcrnit Imbir, ac Domos : 

Ec mille mortes mille faucibus vomunt 
Dirum frementes A4achine. 

Nil arte firmum, ni: fatis tutum loco: 
Nil tlumen, aut vailum, nihil 

Preropta protunt montium cacumina, 
Et proxiinum ceelo jugum. 

Teftis Namurcuy, teftis arx Namurcia, 
Vicina teftes flumina. 

Quid AMofa juvit, amne quid Sabu {uo ? 
Quid urbis invicte fitus ? 

Quid arx in alto monte munitiflima, 
Qvam vix fupervolent aves ? 

Quid Gallicani militis 'ongus labor, 
Huic nuper impenfus loco ? 

Superavic illud omne, cui nihil arduum, 
Cepitque, quam nemo capi 

Credebat unquam pofle : quam captam tibi, 
Rex magne, vix credat Nepos. 

Gaude hac opima, Rex Britanne, Laurea, 
Qua clarior nuilli data eft: 

Gaudete, tant2e magna pars adorex, 
Mavorte juncti Principes. 

Veltris (nec illud Rex negat) veftris fimul 
Debetur illa Dexteris. 

Praivit ille, vos fecuti, mutuis 
Cepiftis urbem viribus. 

Vos eviternum, principes, manet Decus, 
Majorque femper gloria ; 


Vo 





“9 











FQuMd. 20. — OCTOBER. 519 


Vos, vos alumni Martis & Victorix, 
Vos eftis Europa Salus: 

Vos Ludovici Terror, & mora unica 
Ferocientis Gallia. 

Artu, fuperba Rege Magno Gallia, 
Quid mentis aut fenfus tibi ? 

De Rege quid nunc judicas Britannico ? 
Num Miles, & bello bonus ¢ 

Quin nunc fuperbis, & triumphas, infolens, 
Odamque confcribis novam, 

Capto Namurco, Regis & nomen tui 
Ad alta tollis fidera ? 

Muta.it equus ordinem rerum Deus, 
Verfaque nunc illud vice 

Cepit Gultelmus, Ludovicus perdidit ; 
Bonaque perdidit fide. 

Defendit arcem, qua valet, Bonflerius : 
Dat terga Villeroius, 

Centumque mille militum armatam manum 
Re ducit infecta Domum. 

© mira belli fata, & incertam aleam ! 
Spectator eft certaminis, 

Teftifque noitrz ( quis putet ?) Vittoriz 
Ut nos eramus illius. 

Sequitur fuperbos pena. Quo nuper modo - 
Urbs capta, eodem amittitur. 

Fallor : nec ifto, Galle, finefcis, modo, 
Quo capta, uunc & redditur. 

Tu nempe furtis arribufque bellicis, 
Aurique multo pondere, 

lam cccupafti: Marte nos illa & manu. 
Tu debilem multo magis: 

Nos firmiorem molibus factam novis, 
Et arte munitam, ut loco. 


Sed.- 
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Sed eloquenti vera fi credis mihi, 
Et fcire, quod res eft, cupis: 

Dicam, quod ipfa non negabit Gallia; 
Quod ipfe Rex vefter probet. 

Princeps Namurcum fortiter capit tuus ; 
Nofter recepit fortius. 
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A Letter from a Gentleman in Cambride to Dr. Con- 
nor of London, concerning the Method he ufed in bis 
Phyfical and Anatomical Leftures at Oxford. 


SIR, 

E have here fome Account of the accurate Caurfe of the 
| Chymical and Anatomical Le€tures which you performed 
laft Spring at Oxford, withthe Approbation and Applaufe of all 
that had the happinefs to aflift atthem. I have fpoke with foe 
curious Gentlemen that fome Years ago faw your Dillections at Pa- 
ris with the like good Succefs : And I doubt not but yourSki!] and 
Infight in all the Parts of Phyfick is confiderably augmented fince, 
by your Travels into Italy, Germany, Poland, and the Low Cousit- 
tries,having had thereby the Opportunity of converting with 4/a/- 
pighi, Bellini, Redi, and the moft celebrated Phyficians of thoie 
Places. I havealfo, witha great deal of Pleafure, peruf.d your 
ingenious Treatifes lately printed at Oxford, concerning Demps, 
Steams, and Subterraneous Poifons, with certain other ftupendous 
and rare Phenomena. Fromall this { conclude, that you not only 
underftand Chymiftry and Anatomy very well your felf, but that 
alfo you are capable to lead others into the Knowledg of them, by 
a moft eafy and compendious Method; in which Opinion I am 
confirmed by my Correfpondent in Oxford. Many befides my {lf 
in this Univerfity do earneftly wifh, that your other Occupations 
would permit you to pafs fome Months here with us, as indced we 
expected you fhould, when you left Oxford lait Summer. But fince 
it fo falls out that your Practice keeps you at Lowden, we intreat 
the Favour of you to let usunderftand, whether we may obtaina 
Scheme of your Method in thofe Phyfical Exercifes, or whether at 
London you can {pare any time to fuch as are defirous to wait upon 
you tothis Purpofe. Sir, by fo doing, you are like to oblige {e- 

veral, but more particularly, 


Canbridg, O&ob. 15. Your moft humble, ¢*c. 
1695. , 


Dddd Dr. 
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Dr. Connors Aufwer, containing a Plan of bis Chymi- 
col aid Anatomical Method for underftanding the 


© 


\ ‘ sath i ‘ ai Soi 
QMeconomla “im... 


STI &, 


‘ , 7 Hatever you are pleafed to fay in commendation of me or 

ny Book, I muft wholly attribute to your Civility, and 
will rerurn no other Compliment to you for it, but that i thall 
endcavour to deferve your g..-d Opinion, Tam extrcamly oblig’d 
to your Correfpondent in Oxon for tie advantageous haracter 
he gives of ine; and { affure you that I have not.met with a 
kinder Reception in any Univerfity. 

As for the Mcthod or Scheme I obferved to lead the Curious 
into the Knowlece of the Fabrick, Temper, and Diftempers of 
Man, it is as follows. 

I confider Man, in the firft place, as a Being compounded of 
Spirit and Matter: But feeing itis only the lait of thefe Parts. 
wherein cor Faculty is concern’d, I take a ftiicter view of the 
Humane fody, and fird the Structure of it like that of moft o- 
ther Animals. Butto have any accurate Knowledg of Man, we 
mul! not oniy have a diftinét Account of his conftituent Parts, 
but likcwife of all the external Bodiss which any way affect him, 
or contribute to his Prefervation. Si.ce therefore he cannct live 
without Earth to tread upon, Air to breath, Animals and Vege- 
tables to feed upon,Sun and Stars to afford him Warmth and Light, 
oc. we muft by confequence examine the Syftem and Elements 
of the World, and particularly as they concur to the Prefervation 
or Defiruionof Man. We muft be very well acquainted with 
the Nature of the three mixt Bodies of our Globe, viz. Animals, 
Vegetable, and Minerals, before we can give any tolerable Ac- 
count of the Geneiation, Nourithment, Gealh, Difeats, or 
Death of Man; before we can difcover the admirable Fabrick, 
the Mc u2nick and Hydraulical Actions, Chymical Preparations, 
and an infinite number of other furprifing Phenomeva of the Hu- 
man body. 


“The 
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The heft Method therefore I prefume, is to proceed Analytical- 
ly tion the previows examination of all the known Parts of the 
great World, toparticulsr enquiricsinto the Microcof{m. Now 
the firft Step in tals Method, isa gocdiniight by Chymical Expe- 
riments intothe Nature, more efpectall, the Fignration and Qua- 
lities of the Principles of mixt Bodies, and chicily of the Blood: 
For the want of {uch a Difcovery ( which is not impoflible ) has 
hitherto been a great Obicruction to the Improvement o1 Natu- 
ral Philofophy, and the Practice of Phy!ik. It is plain to me, 
that a Man void of all Prejudice, and who confiders that all the 
Operations of Bodies are perform’d by natural Caufes without 
Miracles, may be eafly convine’d that the Caufes of Difeafes, 
and the true ufe of Applications to cure them, can be rendred 
very intelligible, fo that vulgar Axiom, that there’s no Cer- 
tainty in Phyficky will be found mott erroneous. 


I don’t, Sér, pretend to have difcover’d this juft Method, 
which | hold neceflary to lead us into the abitrufe Secrets of Na- 
ture ; but I would fain hope that the following Scheme, which is 
that lobferv’d at Oxford, may approach it in fome degree. 


The Plan of an Animal Oeconomy. 


I. F the Elements, Fabrick, and System of the World, 
with the mutual cohefion and dependance of its Parts. 

2. Of the Elements of Terreftrial Bodies, where (after va- 
rious Chymical Experiments) are confider’d the Nature, Pro~ 
perties, Figures and Effects of Earth, Water, Salt, and 
Sulphur , as alfo the Produttions of Animals, Vegetables, and 
Minerals. 

3. Of the Structure of the Humane Body, and its divifiox 
snto fluid and folid Parts; where particutarly of the Nature 
and Contexsure of the folid Parts. 

4. Of the fluid Parts of the Humane Body; of the Na- 
ture, Principles, Fermentation, Fever,and Circulation of the 


Dddd 2 Blood ; 
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Blood: of Nutrition, of the Temperaments; of the Hu- 

icurs contai’d ia the Blood ; where likewife of Youth, ola Age, 
near J 

b/s Lb Li ps ), 


5. Of the Reparation of the Blood, of the Chyle, Lacteous 
Pulls, Chyliferous Duct, of Majtication, Digeftion, and the 
Levincnt of the Stomach ; of the Prectpitation or Separation 
of the Excrements froze the Chyle, where of the Structure of 
the Ocfophacus cv Gullet, of that of the Stomash, and all the 
Tntchines sof the Periftaltick Aina Antiperiftaltick Motions ; of 
the Glands+ of ihe Mefentery; of the Lympha, azd the 
v 5 tt 


Lim, 24f 1k Mefte § 
6. of the Siruiture, Motion, and Ufe of the Heart ; where 


of the sarin s kinds of Palfes, of the Polypus and Swooning ; 
hiovil anes Eypothefis of the Motion of the Heart, and of 
Saouijication 

7, Of the Coutexture of the Windpipe, or Trachea Arte- 
ria, avdthe Lungs, where of the Caufe and Ufe of Refpira- 
iio anew Account of the Nature of the Air, Nitre, and 


fon ern ae 
Aiinad! Spirits. 


S. Uf the Precordia or fanguiferozs Veffels appended to 
the iteart ; were of the Straiture, Motion, and Difference 
of te Veins and Arteries. : — 

g. Of the HiLI2eY OMS Ramifications of the Vena Porta, and 
both the Vena Cava’s. : . 3 # 
10. Of ie Ramifications of both the Aorta’s throughout 
the whole Bady 

rt. Of tae Lrain and Cerebellum 5 where of the Genera- 
tion anc siotion of the Animal Spirits ; of Perception, Sleep- 
wig, Waokiag, aud the Influence of the Soul upon the Body ; 
mere of Senfation, andthe five Senfes, 


12, Of the Eye, Tears, Nafal and Aqueous Dacts; of 


Sight, Light, Colours, and particelarl the foarp Sight of 


/ ; : 
lowe Autiaotls 
(Ue Pe Varun! AtS « 
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13. Of the Fabrick of the Nofé, the Membrana Pituita- 


ria, Svot, Smelling and Sneezing 5 of theimutual Influence of 
the Nofe and Tongue. 

14. Of the Tongue, Pulat, and Gums; of the Mufcles 
and Motion of the longue; of Lajte and I’oice. 

15. Of the Larynx, Pharynx, the Os Hyoides ; of the 
Glands, Salivation and Spittle; of the Almonds, and Garga- 
reon, ¢7c. 

16. Of Feeling, the Caticuls, Skia, Hairs, milliar 
Glands, the mucous ana reticular Bodies; of Fat, '‘Vrai|pira- 
tion, Sweat, &c. 

17. Of the Ear, Aquaduct, Hearing, Deafne/s, &e. 
18. Of the Structure, Vje and Number of the Nerves 
of Motion and Senfe; of the Parvagum, and the Taterco/t al 
Nerves {pread over all the Vifcera of the Breaft and Abdo- 

men. 

19. Of the Strudture and various Figures of the Maféles ; 
the vafcular Fibres, where of Mufcular, Natural, and free 
Motion, of flreiching and gapine, leaping, fwimming, fly- 
ing, of Convulfive, ‘Lowtck, Systaliick, Epilectick Moti- 
ons, &C. 

20. Of the Liver, the Gall, and Pancreas; mire of the 
Secretion, Motion, and Slixture of the Bile, and Pancreatick 
“fuice with the Chyle. 


a1. Of the Nature aud Differences of all the Glauds , of 


~ 


tne various Filtrations of the excveimentitious and recvementi- 
tious Fiumours, 

22. Of the Strairure and Ufe of the Spleen; and what 
Melancholy és, 

23. Of the Reins or Kidueys, the Atrabilary Glands, the 
Ureters and Bladaer,; Where of the Serum of the Blood, 
Uria, andwhat is contained therein, of the Stone and Gra- 
vel, 


24. Of 
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24. Of the Parts of Generation m Man ; of the Nature 
and Formation of the Seed, with its Effects ia the Body of the 
iWVoman. ; 

2s Of the Parts of Generation in the Woman; of the 
Foes and Ovarun ; of Generation, Conception, going with 
Child, Klovers, Birth, Monjflers, &C. 

26. Of the Pofture and Nourifbmeat of the Embryo in the 
|Vomb ; of the Umbilical Veffels, the After-Birth, the Force 
of the Mothers Imagination, and the peculiar way of the 
Circulation of the Blood in the Foetus. 

28. Some Confiderations of the Union of the Soul and Bo- 
dy. 


You fee, Sir, that after having examined the diferent Parts 
of the World, and the Elements of Bodies by Chymiitry, [ have 
divided the Human Body into Solid and Fluid Parts. Before I con- 
fider’d the Solid Parts in particular, I thoughtit neceflary, by way 
of Chymiftry, to be acquainted with all the Humours, and 
{pecially with the Principles and Motions of the Blood, which 
is the Primum Mobile of the whole Machine: For which Purpofe 
it is fit to know how by Digeftion the Meat becomes Chyle, 
the Chyle becomes Blood; how the Blood becomes Flefh and 
Bone, and confequently how it muft be continually repaired by 
Aliment; how the Heart is put in motion to communicate the 
fame to the Blood ; kow the Blood expelled by the Heart, af- 
ter having bcen rarefied by the Air in the Lungs is conveyed by Ar- 
terial Tubes to all the Parts of the Body, and from thefe Parts 
is brought back again by the Veins to the Heart. To know 
why this Blood is carried to all the Parts, and what Alteration 
it receives in them, we muft by ocular Infpection fee the diffe- 
ent Structure of all the Parts of the Body, and. firft follow the 
Bluod to the Brain, to generate Animal Spirits, which Spirits fur- 
nifh the Soul with Ideas in the Brain, and conveyed through 
their Nerves to the Parts of the Rody, they are the Caufes of 
Motion in the Mufcles, and of Senfe in the five Organs, which 
convey the Impreffion of exteriour Bodies to the Soul. 1 follow 
the fame Blood into the Laver, where it difcharges its Bilious 


Juice, 
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Jive, and into all other Glands, where it leaves fome fiuperiu- 
o., Humour; into the Spleen, where its Motion iy moderat d3 
j.cothe Reins. where kt leaves its ferous Partiles , into the fe- 
{ticles, where ts {trained from ita glutinous oily Sub.tance cailed 
Secd. \n fhort. atter knowing Man in himfe:f, 1 cxamine the 
nateral Ways which he ufes to propagate his Kind, bcg.ttug ano- 
ther by way of Generation. 

Man, as I faid before, is made of two Subfances, Soul and 
Body. The Soul preferves the Bady by Reafon, end governs it 
by vcluntary Motion. The Body furnifhes the Soul with /deas of 
Corpore.l Beings. The Life of Man is the Correfpondence be- 
tween Soul and-Body 5 Dut the Life of the Body is the natural 
Mo:ion of the Blood aid Spirits; the Ceflation of which Motion 
is Death. The folid Parts of the Body have no Motion (or Life) 
of thei: own, but fuch as they borrow Bom the Blood and Spirits. 
The Blood and Spirits have none neither, but fuch as they are al- 
lowed by the general Laws of Nature eftablifhed by a Supreme 
Being. Tomaintain this mutual Correfpondence and Dependance 
betw: en Soul and Body, all the Organs, Springs, and Humours 
of the Budy, muft be in their due Difpofition ; for the Death of 
the Body is properly the lofs of this Difpofition, and not the f{e- 
paration of the Soul, as is commonly believed: for the Body is 
dead before the Soul is gone ou: of it, and the going out of the 
Soul is but the Ceflation of its Correfpondence with the Body for 
want of Motonin thelatter. This Difpofition is difordered or 
ruined b: D:fvafes 5 all which Difeafes have their firft Seat in the 
Blood, from whence they are communicated to the folid Parts ; 
and the tclid Parts being affected, they reciprocally infect the 
Blood. But though the Blood was never iniected, and Man never 
fick, yet he fhould die of Courfe, by the Relaxation and Attri- 
tion of his folid Parts, from the long and continual Circulation of 
the Humours through them, which we call Old Age. 


It.would, Ser, be too prolix and needlefs to mention to you all 
that can be faid in this nice and weighty Subject, which includes 
ina manner the whole Machine of the Univerfe. [am ready to 
fpare fome time from my other Bulinefs, to communicate what | 
know of thefeMatters to any Perfons ot both Univeriities,or to se 

other 
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other ingenious Gentlemen as havea Curiofity for things of this 
Nature. Andaslhear more fromthem or you, I fhall take care 
that all be perform’d in fuch a decene and creditable manner, as 
may be for the Benefit and Satisfaction of others, as well as my 
own particular Reputation. But this is at prefent fufficient 
from, 


SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 
From Bow-ffreer in Covent. ' 
Gardin, London, Nov.2. 
1695, 


B®. Connor. 
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